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The barbarian inroads had ceased, and the descen-
dants of the old Daco-Roman colonists could culti-
vate their farms without disturbance upon paying a
tribute to their masters. The commercial importance
of Roumania became recognised abroad, and a diploma
of 1134 acknowledges the flourishing condition of the
region round the town of Bcrlad, not far from the
Pruth, where a sort of democratic commonwealth
existed under an elected magistrate. There the pro-
ducts of the Levant were exchanged for the iner- '
chandise of Russia, Hungary, and Bohemia, and a
brisk business was carried on with the Greek traders
of the Black Sea.

During this period the name of the Wallachs first be-
comes prominent    Treatises without end have been
written on the origin of this remarkable race, which
gave its own designation to one of the two Danubian
principalities,   Moldavia and   Wallachia, which  are
united in  the modern Roumanian  kingdom.     The
most probable view is that the Wallachs were none
other than our old friends the descendants of the
Daco-Roman colonists,  who  in  the  course of ages
reappear under this new name.    Some of them re-
mained in Dacia, north of the Danube; others mi-
grated to "Aurelian's Dacia,1' south  of it, and this
accounts for the existence of Wallachs in Bulgaria as
well as in  Roumania.     In  the   Middle  Ages the
descent of these people from the old  Romans, who
had colonised Dacia, was generally recognised, and in
the next part of this work we shall find a Bulgarian
monarch dubbing himself " Emperor of the Bulgarians
and Wallachs."   This has been interpreted as mean-